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BAU Susta�nab�l�ty L�teracy Measurement

S�nce 2021, Bahçeşeh�r Un�vers�ty (BAU) has been measur�ng susta�nab�l�ty l�teracy and
analyz�ng the results to ref�ne �ts plann�ng, �mplementat�on, and development of academ�c
programs, projects, and act�v�t�es related to susta�nab�l�ty, demonstrat�ng a long-term
comm�tment to �mprovement.

BAU conducted th�s susta�nab�l�ty survey among �ts students to gauge the�r awareness,
att�tudes, and understand�ng of susta�nab�l�ty pract�ces both at the un�vers�ty and �n the�r
personal l�ves.

The susta�nab�l�ty l�teracy survey covers a range of top�cs, �nclud�ng students’ fam�l�ar�ty
w�th susta�nable development goals (SDGs), the�r personal susta�nab�l�ty pract�ces, the�r
knowledge of susta�nab�l�ty-related act�v�t�es at BAU, and the�r percept�ons of BAU’s efforts
�n susta�nab�l�ty.

The results help �nform future programs, �n�t�at�ves, and curr�culum changes to better al�gn
w�th BAU’s comm�tment to susta�nab�l�ty and ensure a pos�t�ve, long-term �mpact on �ts
commun�ty and the world.

The BAU Susta�nab�l�ty L�teracy Survey form can be accessed v�a the follow�ng l�nk.

https://cdn.bau.edu.tr/content/c7fadcu7zjvp0BAU%20Susta�nab�l�ty_L�teracy_Survey.pdf
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2023 Report on the BAU Susta�nab�l�ty L�teracy
Measurement Results Summary

1. Fam�l�ar�ty w�th Susta�nab�l�ty Concepts: The survey revealed that 79% of the respondents
were fam�l�ar w�th the concept of susta�nab�l�ty, wh�le 21% �nd�cated that they were not. Th�s
shows a generally h�gh awareness of susta�nab�l�ty, though a s�gn�f�cant port�on of students st�ll
requ�re further educat�on on the top�c.

2. Understand�ng of the Susta�nable Development Goals (SDGs): When asked about the�r
fam�l�ar�ty w�th the Un�ted Nat�ons' Susta�nable Development Goals (SDGs):

41% of respondents had heard of the SDGs and knew what they were.
36% had heard of the SDGs but d�dn’t know exactly what they enta�led.
33% had never heard of the SDGs.

Th�s po�nts to a strong opportun�ty for BAU to �ncrease awareness and educat�on around these
global goals.

3. What Does Susta�nab�l�ty Include?: A major�ty of respondents (48%) �dent�f�ed that
susta�nab�l�ty �ncludes env�ronmental �ssues, wh�le 31% correctly selected that susta�nab�l�ty
encompasses env�ronmental, soc�al, and econom�c �ssues. However, the results also showed that
21% of part�c�pants are unclear or have m�sconcept�ons about what susta�nab�l�ty �nvolves,
�nd�cat�ng the need for broader educat�on on th�s top�c.

4. Most Commonly Used Def�n�t�on of Susta�nable Development: 74% of respondents accurately
�dent�f�ed the def�n�t�on of susta�nable development as “meet�ng the needs of today w�thout
comprom�s�ng the ab�l�ty of future generat�ons to meet the�r own needs.” Th�s �s a pos�t�ve
�nd�cator that a s�gn�f�cant major�ty of students understand the core concept of susta�nab�l�ty.

5. Recycl�ng Hab�ts: When asked about recycl�ng, 59% of part�c�pants sa�d they recycle products
such as plast�c, paper, and metal, wh�le 41% adm�tted they do not. These f�gures suggest that
wh�le the major�ty are engag�ng �n susta�nable pract�ces, there rema�ns a s�zable group of students
who may benef�t from further educat�on or encouragement regard�ng recycl�ng.

6. Use of Ref�llable Water Bottles: 39% of students reported us�ng ref�llable water bottles, leav�ng
61% who do not. Th�s shows a clear area for �mprovement �n encourag�ng students to adopt more
susta�nable hab�ts �n the�r da�ly l�ves.
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7. Cons�derat�on of Env�ronmental Impact �n Transportat�on Cho�ces: In terms of choos�ng
transportat�on to school, 62% of respondents occas�onally cons�der the env�ronmental �mpact,
wh�le 21% never cons�der �t. 12% mostly cons�der �t, and only 5% always factor �n env�ronmental
cons�derat�ons. Th�s demonstrates that env�ronmental awareness �s present but not a dom�nant
factor �n transportat�on cho�ces for the major�ty of students.

8. Knowledge of Renewable Energy Sources: When asked to �dent�fy renewable energy sources,
47% of part�c�pants selected at least one correct answer w�thout mark�ng non-renewable sources.
The most commonly �dent�f�ed renewable energy sources were solar energy and w�nd energy.
However, a s�gn�f�cant number of part�c�pants are st�ll uncerta�n about what const�tutes renewable
energy, h�ghl�ght�ng a knowledge gap.

9. Carbon Footpr�nt Knowledge: 48% of respondents correctly �dent�f�ed the carbon footpr�nt as
the measure of greenhouse gases produced by the use of foss�l fuels, wh�le 25% thought �t
referred to the amount of carbon produced by human footpr�nts, �nd�cat�ng confus�on about the
concept.

10. Econom�c Susta�nab�l�ty: The major�ty of students (59%) correctly def�ned econom�c
susta�nab�l�ty as “long-term prof�tab�l�ty, cons�der�ng employee well-be�ng and eff�c�ent use of
resources,” wh�le 15% �ncorrectly chose “max�m�z�ng a company’s stock pr�ce,” �nd�cat�ng room for
�mprovement �n understand�ng the broader concept of econom�c susta�nab�l�ty.

11. Soc�al Susta�nab�l�ty: 99% of respondents correctly �dent�f�ed "econom�c prof�t max�m�zat�on"
as not be�ng a core pr�nc�ple of soc�al susta�nab�l�ty, show�ng a h�gh level of understand�ng of th�s
concept.

12. Steps Towards Soc�al Susta�nab�l�ty: The most recogn�zed step towards soc�al susta�nab�l�ty,
selected by 98% of part�c�pants, was “�mplement�ng a fa�r wage pol�cy for employees.” Th�s shows
strong recogn�t�on of the �mportance of equ�table pract�ces �n the workplace.

13. Knowledge of SDGs: When asked to evaluate the�r knowledge of spec�f�c SDGs, respondents
rated the�r knowledge h�ghest on Cl�mate Act�on (4.5 out of 5), Gender Equal�ty (4.2), and Reduced
Inequal�t�es (4.0). Other SDGs l�ke No Poverty (3.5) and Good Health and Well-Be�ng (3.1) were also
well recogn�zed, wh�le goals l�ke L�fe Below Water and L�fe on Land rece�ved lower scores (2.1-2.5),
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14. Susta�nab�l�ty Awareness at BAU: The top sources for learn�ng about susta�nab�l�ty at BAU
were through courses (72%), BAU’s commun�cat�on platforms (58%), and campus �n�t�at�ves (39%).
Th�s shows that students are rece�v�ng messages about susta�nab�l�ty through mult�ple channels,
but there �s st�ll room to �ncrease exposure through events and other avenues.

15. Importance of Susta�nab�l�ty: Students reported a s�gn�f�cantly �ncreased �mportance of
susta�nab�l�ty after jo�n�ng BAU. Before com�ng to BAU, susta�nab�l�ty had an average �mportance
rat�ng of 1.6, but as current members, students rated �ts �mportance at 4.1, and rated the
�mportance of BAU be�ng a strong leader �n susta�nab�l�ty at 3.9.

16. Agreement on BAU's Susta�nab�l�ty Efforts:
4.2 out of 5 respondents agreed that BAU �mplements the r�ght pract�ces �n susta�nab�l�ty.
4.5 out of 5 agreed that BAU prov�des ample opportun�t�es for students to learn about
susta�nab�l�ty and part�c�pate �n relevant �n�t�at�ves.

Conclus�on:

The results of th�s survey show that students at Bahçeşeh�r Un�vers�ty are h�ghly aware of and
�nterested �n susta�nab�l�ty, espec�ally �n terms of the un�vers�ty’s role as a leader �n susta�nab�l�ty.
Wh�le students are engaged �n some susta�nable behav�ors, there are clear opportun�t�es to
expand educat�on and �n�t�at�ves, part�cularly around renewable energy, recycl�ng, and the broader
pr�nc�ples of econom�c and soc�al susta�nab�l�ty.
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