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B A U  A T  A  G L A N C E

Since its foundation in 1998, the vision of BAU has been to be a global university known for 
its contribution to scientific, technological, and cultural knowledge through innovative 
education models and research approaches that reflect international standards as 
well as service to society. Currently, BAU Global Network comprises of 6 universities 
(Istanbul, Washington D.C., Berlin, Cyprus, Batumi, Plymouth), 5 liaison offices (BAU 
Global Azerbaijan Jordan, Uzbekistan, Mongolia, Pakistan) and 5 language schools.

As one of the leading universities in Türkiye, BAU aims primarily to improve the 
living standards of the local and global society by integrating the sustainable 
development goals into its corporate processes and culture, educational 
programs, academic research practices and stakeholder collaborations. BAU 
with its staff members, students and alumni is a big academic community who 
are raised as good global citizens committed to each x and the world around 
them and always act with the utmost sense of ethics and social responsibility. 

· 7 campuses in Istanbul
· 10 faculties, 1 conservatory, 2 vocational schools
· 49 BA programs, 156 MA programs, 24 PhD. programs
· 22 research and application centers
· 154labs, workshops/studios, incubation centers
· 226 Erasmus partner universities, 94 world exchange partners
· 825 full-time faculty members, 439 administrative staff members
· 17.944 undergraduate students, 4.680 graduate students, 423 doctora degree 
students
· 81 student clubs
· 231 externally funded projects between 2022-2023
· 351 industry partnerships & projects between 2022-2023

B A U  W I T H  N U M B E R S



B A U  I N  T H E  T I M E S  H I G H E R  E D U C A T I O N 

BAU participates in the Times Higher Education (THE) Impact 
Rankings since 2019. According to the current rankings, 
BAU belongs to the 801-1000 band in the World University 
Rankings, the 201-300 band in the Impact Rankings and the 
173th in the Young University Rankings 2024. Also, BAU is 
ranked among the top 5 universities in Türkiye.

The university continuously increases its standing in categories related to the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals. As of 2024, BAU holds the following standings in the THE Impact Rankings;

· 18 th in Quality Education

· 32 th in Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions

· 26 th in Gender Equality

· Ranks between 101-200 in Reducing Inequalities

· Ranks between 201-300 in Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure

· Ranks between 401-600 in Sustainable Cities and Communities

The University takes the above-mentioned rankings as evaluation criteria for progress regarding 
its adherence and contribution to the UN Sustainable Development Goals and will continue to 
report its advancement in the rankings on a yearly basis.



S U S T A I N A B L E  C I T I E S  A N D  C O M M U N I T I E S

DaVinci Resolve Application Workshop and Seminar 
Program (2022)

DaVinci Resolve is an editing program preferred by the 
film industry with its high-level tools and innovative 
interface. Application workshop and seminar program 
was organized by the BAU Creative Industries Research 
and Application Center (BAUKEM) in collaboration 
with Oktostore and MediaCast. Participants received                
a certificate after completing five weeks of training and 
learned to solve postproduction in a single software.

“ArchiDesign Timber Talks” by the BAU Faculty of Architecture and Design (2021-2022)

Timber Talks is an online talk series where experts share their experience and knowledge on timber 
structures, materials and building techniques within the context of environmental sustainability. 

• Sustainable American hardwoods including environmental credentials, species, applicational and 
architectural references / 15 November 2021, Speaker: Roderick Wiles (AHEC Regional Director), 
Moderator: Demet Sürücü (Founder of IBB KUDEB Timber Training Workshop) 
• Biophilic Design in Architecture / 25 April 2022, Speaker: Yuki Ikeguchi (Kengo & Kuma Associates 
Partner), Moderator: Demet Sürücü (Founder of IBB KUDEB Timber Training Workshop)



S U S T A I N A B L E  C I T I E S  A N D  C O M M U N I T I E S

Digital Art Entrepreneurship Training
“D-Art House” (2022)

D-Art House is the digital art entrepreneurship 
training program within the scope of the 
Ministry of Culture and Tourism’s Support 
Program titled “Young the Future” in order to 
increasing the creativity and entrepreneurship 
potential of youth in culture industries in Türkiye.                           
The program will provide specialized training for 
artists and/or entrepreneurs aged 18-29 aimed 
to improve their know-how and skills to produce 
work in creative industries within the scope of 
digital arts. The final creative output will be 
exhibited in a virtual gallery that will bring the 
creatives and potential investors together. BAU 
Hub Incubation Center is one of the collaborators 
of the project. 

“Earth’n Design” Workshop 
by the BAU Faculty of Architecture and 
Design (2022)

The event introduced 20 BAU students to 
earth architecture through a 3-day workshop 
structured with a hands-on perspective.           
The workshop focused on social and physical 
sustainability in architecture and design. 
Its objective was to draw attention to 
environmental consciousness and create 
awareness about alternative construction 
techniques by using earth as material. During 
the workshop, BAU students worked on the 



S U S T A I N A B L E  C I T I E S  A N D  C O M M U N I T I E S

Sustainable Finance Talk 10 October, 2022

Sustainability Working Group/ Kardelen Afrodit ADSAL’15 17 January 2022



S U S T A I N A B L E  C I T I E S  A N D  C O M M U N I T I E S

Using Music in Cinema with Musician Erdal Güney

Film, TV series and documentary music composer and editor, BAU Conservatory lecturer Erdal 
Güney is at BAU Pera Stage to share his knowledge on the use of music in cinema. 



S U S T A I N A B L E  C I T I E S  A N D  C O M M U N I T I E S

Celebrating World Pianists Day with Gülsin Onay 
at BAU Pera Sahne

December 6, World Pianists Day will be celebrated 
at BAU Conservatory Pera Sahne with Gülsin 
Onay, who presented this meaningful day to 
music lovers.

Chinese and Taiwanese Melodies at BAU Pera 
Stage

Lin Hsiao-Feng and Cheng-Ying Chuang; To 
introduce instruments specific to Chinese and 
Taiwanese culture, BAU Conservatory was at Pera 
Stage on Friday, November 18, 2022, at 13.30.

BAU Conservatory Beyoğlu is on the Path of 
Culture

BAU Conservatory students and teachers invite 
everyone to salute the cultural richness of Beyoğlu 
with their repertoire blending different genres 
and musical approaches! In this concert, where 
local sounds will dance with the universality 
of jazz and the experimentalism of fusion, the 
cosmopolitan heritage will be revived with songs.



S U S T A I N A B L E  C I T I E S  A N D  C O M M U N I T I E S

Bahçeşehir University Conservatory is at Gümüşlük Festival

Bahçeşehir University Conservatory met with music lovers at the theatrical concert "Telling 
Beethoven" at the International Gümüşlük Music Festival.
Bahçeşehir University Conservatory instructors' theatrical concert "Telling Beethoven", which is 
considered a first, met with classical music lovers on the stage of the 19th International Gümüşlük 
Music Festival. In this project, the works of Ludwig Van Beethoven, one of the greatest composers 
in the world, were integrated with scenes depicting the turning points in his life. In this original 
performance, which lasted approximately one hour, two violin and piano sonatas were combined 
with three short theater scenes.

After the concert, Festival Art Advisor Pianist Gülsin Onay thanked her by saying, "We experienced 
a very different concept and a first in our festival, a theatrical music evening." Then, he invited 
Bahçeşehir University (BAU) Board of Trustees Chairman Enver Yücel and Bahçeşehir University 
(BAU) Conservatory Director Aslıhan Umar to the stage. President Yücel said, "As Bahçeşehir 
University, which has always stood by art and artists, we want to support the International 
Gümüşlük Music Festival in its 20th year." He congratulated the artists who took part in the concert 
and those who contributed to the festival and said, "You are doing great things." Meanwhile, 
Turkish folk music artist Ümit Tokcan came to the stage and sang the folk song "Hekimoğlu".

“The Voice of Deep Roots” Concert Will Be Held 
at BAU Pera Stage

The first concert of BAU Conservatory Ümit Tokcan 
Folkor Research and Application Unit, "The Voice 
of Deep Roots", took place on Wednesday, May 
18, at 20:00 at BAU Pera Stage.



S U S T A I N A B L E  C I T I E S  A N D  C O M M U N I T I E S

"Tracing Anatolian Music" Online Panel Held

In cooperation with BAU Conservatory and Hacettepe University Ankara State Conservatory and 
with the contributions of the Anatolian Music Cultures Association, academics from important 
universities of our country and the world took part as speakers on the theme of "Tracing Anatolian 
Music from Past to Present: Change and Transformation of Folk Music in Turkey in the Historical 
Process". The online panel took place in two sessions on Monday, April 25, 2022, between 13:30 
and 17:30.

The panel started with the opening speech of Bahçeşehir University Board of Trustees Culture and 
Arts advisor and Conservatory Director Aslıhan Umar. Panel coordinator and BAU Conservatory 
Deputy Director Lecturer. After İsmet Aydın announced the moderators and sessions and gave a 
speech about the content of the panel, H.Ü Ankara State Conservatory faculty member Prof. to 
moderate the first session. Dr. Cenk Güray took over the floor. In the first session, Abdullah Gül 
University faculty member Dr. Lecturer While member Özgür Balkılıç gave his speech titled "Music 
of the Republic: Folk Songs, Nationalism and Westernization", Uludağ University State Conservatory 
faculty member Prof. Dr. Özlem Doğuş Varlı, “The unseen heroes of the “idealization” processes 
of Folk Music: Simulation or canon?” He made his presentation titled: Ankara Music and Fine 
Arts University faculty member Prof. Dr. ITU Turkish Music State Conservatory faculty member Dr. 
Okan Murat Öztürk could not attend the session due to the news of his death. Süleyman Şenel 
responded to the question "What would you like to say about the primary roles of Radio and 
Turkish Music State Conservatory in the Institutionalization of Turkish Folk Music?" He continued 
his speech by making some criticisms of the discourse and approaches in the presentations before 
moving on to his answer to the question. Throughout the discussion, it was stated that folk music 
in Turkey has not been institutionalized and that only a limited amount of the archives are open 
to researchers. Again, ITU Turkish Music State Conservatory faculty member Prof. Dr. Songül 
Karahasanoğlu continued her speech, approaching the change process of Folk Music in Turkey 
from a different perspective, through the Mey instrument. 



S U S T A I N A B L E  C I T I E S  A N D  C O M M U N I T I E S

Children and Youth Theater Staged Its 
First Play

Bahçeşehir College Children and Youth 
Theater staged their first play, "Did You 
Hear the Sea?" with the contributions 
of BAU Conservatory. The theater play, 
which brought together children and 
young people, was staged at Bahçeşehir 
University Conservatory Pera Campus.

BAU Conservatory Art Festival Held

BAU Conservatory welcomed the summer with an art festival! Conservatory students, who 
brought life to Pera Campus with their artistic works throughout the 2021-2022 academic year, 
shared their excitement and talents with all art lovers. During the 9-day festival, Galata once 
again became the heart of art with its independent performances, sometimes accompanied and/
or led by its teachers and sometimes combining different fields. From theater to master classes, 
from jazz to folk songs and classical, from children's activities to chamber orchestras and choirs; 
The healing power of art met with the joy of June.



S U S T A I N A B L E  C I T I E S  A N D  C O M M U N I T I E S

BAU CONSERVATORY OPEN CLASSES

Bahçeşehir University (BAU) is designing courses throughout the year at its conservatory to 
support the development of high school students through arts and culture. These courses, held 
at the BAU Pera campus, are open to 11th and 12th-grade high school students who can apply 
and participate free of charge. The program aims to strengthen students' connection with the 
arts while also integrating topics such as Sustainable Cities and Communities, aligning with 
global sustainable development goals. These offerings provide a unique opportunity for young 
individuals to engage deeply with both the arts and critical global challenges.



S U S T A I N A B L E  C I T I E S  A N D  C O M M U N I T I E S

BAU CINEDISCUSSION ON DISARMAMENT EVENT (28.11.2022)

The Cine Discussion event, open to the public, was organized to raise awareness about disarmament 
through the screening of the classic film Dr. Strangelove. The event concluded with an insightful 
discussion moderated by Prof. Dr. Esra Albayrakoğlu, Head of the Political Science and International 
Relations Department at Bahçeşehir University.
The primary aim of the event was to highlight the critical importance of disarmament as a global 
issue, emphasizing its relevance not only in real-world politics but also in popular culture, as 
reflected in numerous films and TV series. The screening of Dr. Strangelove served as a prime 
example of how disarmament has been a significant theme in cinema. Furthermore, the discussion 
also delved into the portrayal of gender roles in the movie, exploring the intersection of gender 
equality with the broader themes of war and peace. This combination of film analysis and 
academic discussion helped participants engage with the topic of disarmament on multiple levels, 
encouraging a deeper understanding of its complexities



S U S T A I N A B L E  C I T I E S  A N D  C O M M U N I T I E S

BAU INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS THEORY TRAINING 2.0 'GAME OF THRONES' AND 'STAR WARS' 
SIMULATIONS OPEN PANEL (03.02.2023)

Inspired by the globally popular TV series Game of Thrones, a simulation event was held to take 
participants into the mystical universe of the show as a way to familiarize them with International 
Relations theories. The event was open to all interested participants, providing an engaging and 
interactive learning experience.
The innovative teaching method aimed to make the theoretical knowledge permanent through 
the use of gamification, helping participants better grasp abstract concepts.
Seçkin Barış Gülmez presented the Game of Thrones simulation as a tool for teaching international 
relations theories and also introduced the Star Wars universe as an alternative simulation option. 
These simulations were designed to help participants understand theoretical approaches that are 
often presented through abstract concepts and propositions, ensuring that the knowledge would 
leave a lasting impression.
By going beyond the traditional methods of instruction, the simulations offered a unique 
opportunity for participants to combine theory and practice, making it easier to learn complex 
abstract concepts and apply them to real-world scenarios.



S U S T A I N A B L E  C I T I E S  A N D  C O M M U N I T I E S

BAHÇEŞEHIR UNIVERSITY PART-TIME CHILDREN'S CONSERVATORY OPENED IN ORDU-GIRESUN

The Part-Time Children's Conservatory, which started operating at Ordu-Giresun Enver Yücel 
Primary and Secondary School Campus in the Black Sea region under the consultancy of Bahçeşehir 
University Conservatory, opened with a concert by famous artists Ümit Tokcan, Erdal Erzincan, 
Yurdal Tokcan and Erman Türkili.
The education program will be provided to 4th and 5th grade primary and secondary school 
students in the children's conservatory created by Bahçeşehir University academics for a total of 
28 weeks of education in one year, and talented students will receive a certificate at the end of 
four years of uninterrupted education.
The program, which started its activities in October 2023, aims to contribute to the spread of 
sustainable cities and communities and quality education as the first children's conservatory 
launched by a university in the Black Sea region.



S U S T A I N A B L E  C I T I E S  A N D  C O M M U N I T I E S

BAHÇEŞEHIR UNIVERSITY ORGANIZED TRAININGs AND FILM JAM EVENT FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
AFFECTED BY THE FEBRUARY 6, 2023 EARTHQUAKE IN GAZIANTEP

With the support of the Republic of Turkey Ministry of Youth and Sports, Bahçeşehir University 
organized Film Jam Training and Event at GENÇ ALAN, the youth center established by Netflix and 
UNICEF in the Nurdağı (GAZİANTEP) Region, one of the regions most affected by the devastating 
earthquake that occurred on February 6, 2023.
In the short film shooting marathon organized with the participation of young people in the region 
and lasting for three days, Bahçeşehir University Cinema and Television Department academics 
carried out training activities with the support of Cinema and Television Department students. As 
part of the event, young people in the region received cinema training and shot three short films.
Bahçeşehir University academics and volunteer students supported the project with the training 
they provided in the project, which was implemented with the aim of supporting the social 
and educational rehabilitation and capacity development of young people in the region where 
thousands of people died and survivors lost their homes and education centers in February 2023 
in Turkey.
At the end of the theoretical and practical training, short films shot by young people in the 
earthquake region were also screened.



S U S T A I N A B L E  C I T I E S  A N D  C O M M U N I T I E S

BAHÇEŞEHIR UNIVERSITY HELD A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE MEETING AND TRAINING for ADANA 
CHAMBER OF INDUSTRY

Bahçeşehir University came together with representatives of civil society organizations, local communities, 
sector representatives and local government stakeholders within the scope of the ‘Sustainable Future 
Meetings’ in Adana.
In Adana, a city at high risk of being affected by the consequences of the climate crisis as both an agricultural 
and tourism hub, solutions to the relevant issues and necessary preparations, along with university-public 
relations, were discussed. During the meeting, Bahçeşehir University faculty members conducted a training 
session. 
Bahçeşehir University Board of Trustees Chairman Enver Yücel, Adana Chamber of Industry Chairman Zeki 
Kıvanç, Bilici Holding Board of Directors Chairman Mehmet Ali Bilici, CIFAL Istanbul Director Prof. Dr. Ebru 
Canan Sokullu, BAU SÜGAM Director Dr. Lecturer Pınar Özuyar, Brands For Good Vice President Aysun 
Şabanlı, Bahçeşehir University Finance Center Director Prof. Dr. İbrahim Ünalmış attended.

“WE BRING UNIVERSITY, SOCIETY AND INDUSTRY TOGETHER”
Speaking at the program, Bahçeşehir University Board of Trustees President Enver Yücel stated that 
universities should open up to the outside world, meet with the sector and society, and support sustainable 
development.
As you all know, the European Union aims to reduce carbon emissions by 50 percent by 2030 with the 
Green Deal. It also aims to reach net zero carbon emissions by 2050. Green transformation is not just an 
action plan. It is a herald and roadmap for an important change in environmental, economic and social 
terms. If we want to have a say and exist in the future, we have no choice but to adapt to this. We need to 
see that the Green Deal is a risk for Turkey, but also a new opportunity for sustainable development. In this 
sense, as a country, we should see green transformation as an important opportunity rather than a threat. 
We have a very challenging process ahead of us. We have to know how and in what way to act in terms of 
adapting to this change process. We hear concepts such as green deal, carbon footprint, water footprint, 
circular economy, recycling, farm-to-fork strategy, carbon market, sustainability in every aspect of our 
lives. Whatever you call them. All we need to do is to be able to produce in accordance with ecological 
balances. To be more environmentally friendly. While doing these, we follow the world and comply with 
accepted rules.”

“WE NEED TO RAPIDLY DEVELOP OUR ABILITY TO ADAPT TO THE GLOBAL ECONOMY”
Adana Chamber of Industry President Zeki Kıvanç stated in his speech that the world is entering a significant 
transformation and change, and said, “This change is progressing in a dual balance as decarbonization and 
digitalization.
While our companies continue to struggle with the current conditions, there are radical changes in business 
models all over the world. Therefore, we need to rapidly improve our ability to adapt to the global economy. 
Today, climate change deeply concerns every aspect of our lives, from health to agriculture, from industrial 
production to logistics, and finally from education to social life.
After the opening speeches, the program continued with CIFAL Istanbul Director Prof. Dr. Ebru Canan Sokullu 
as moderator, BAU SÜGAM Director Dr. Lecturer Pınar Özuyar's presentation on 'Risks and Opportunities in 
the Changing Understanding of Sustainability' and sessions titled 'New Vision: Sustainable Brand'.
The report to be prepared after the event aims to contribute to regional development and 'Sustainable 
Development Goals'.



S U S T A I N A B L E  C I T I E S  A N D  C O M M U N I T I E S



S U S T A I N A B L E  C I T I E S  A N D  C O M M U N I T I E S

COOPERATION PROTOCOL BETWEEN BAHÇEŞEHIR UNIVERSITY, ISTANBUL METROPOLITAN 
MUNICIPALITY, AND ISTANBUL FIRE DEPARTMENT

Bahçeşehir University signed a cooperation protocol with the Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality 
and Istanbul Fire Department. According to the protocol, the stakeholders declared their 
commitment to working together to raise awareness, particularly among children and the 
general public, about ways to protect against various disasters and emergencies. The parties will 
collaborate on projects, identify challenges and issues, and conduct educational activities aimed 
at addressing these challenges as part of their partnership.
As part of the collaboration, Bahçeşehir University will also provide capacity-building training for 
officials working on relevant issues at the Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality. 
The website for one of the projects implemented under the cooperation, the "Heroic Firefighters" 
project, can be accessed via the following link. 
https://www.kahramanitfaiyeciler.org/ 



S U S T A I N A B L E  C I T I E S  A N D  C O M M U N I T I E S

BAHCESEHIR UNIVERSITY LOCAL GOVERNANCE ACADEMY

The ULMER-Government Leadership School, established within Bahçeşehir University, is dedicated 
to cultivating policy makers, leaders and educating participants on key contemporary issues 
through its programs, projects, and seminars.
With a mission to contribute skilled individuals to all levels of politics and decision-making, the 
ULMER-Government Leadership School expanded its focus to include local governance through 
the Local Governance Academy certification program. This program covers a wide range of topics, 
including urbanization, the impact of digitalization on local governance, strategies for addressing 
the challenges of increasing migration, environmental issues, technology, and smart cities.
The program aims to guide current local government personnel in adapting to the evolving global 
landscape while also equipping individuals aspiring to work in local governance with the necessary 
knowledge and skills.
Organized by Bahçeşehir University the Local Governance Academy provides comprehensive 
capacity-building training to representatives of local governments and individuals interested in 
the field.
Key topics covered in the program include the increasing migration wave, environmental pollution, 
the impact of digitalization, and the role of smart cities in local governance and urban culture. 
The ultimate goal of the program is to foster discussions on local governance challenges and 



S U S T A I N A B L E  C I T I E S  A N D  C O M M U N I T I E S

BAHCESEHIR UNIVERSITY LOCAL ADVOCACY SCHOOL

The Local Advocacy School, organized in collaboration between the Local Monitoring, Research, 
and Implementation Association (YERELİZ) and Bahçeşehir University’s Center for Migration and 
Urban Studies, aims to enhance the capacity of policymakers, particularly those in municipalities 
involved in local governance. The program is also open to anyone interested in the subject, 
allowing a broader audience to benefit from the knowledge and skills provided.
The program focuses on identifying ecosystem changes and challenges related to migration, 
determining appropriate solutions, recognizing the need for updates in local policies, and creating 
roadmaps for sustainable cities.
The program, which has been organized for seven years, is one of Turkey’s longest-running 
educational initiatives aimed at enhancing the awareness and knowledge of local policymakers 
regarding diverse views and perspectives on regional issues. It also seeks to bring together relevant 
groups working on these topics to foster capacity development.
6th  BAU Local Advocacy School was designed this with the special theme of "Earthquake-Resilient 
Cities," aiming to address the increasing earthquake-related concerns following the February 6th 
earthquakes and contribute to collective empowerment. By the end of the two-day event, a highly 
impactful program was developed with the support of esteemed professors, significant NGOs, 
local government members and participants.

Bahçeşehir University’s Center for Migration and Urban Studies (BAUMUS) conducted a session 
titled “Local Governments in Migration Governance in Cities.” The session provided training on 
sustainability in the context of migration management, the requirements for managing migration 
at the local level, and the importance of migration terminology.
7th BAU Local Advocacy School was organized collaboration between Bahçeşehir University, the 
Marmara Municipalities Union and Local Monitoring, Research, and Implementation Association 
(YERELİZ)
As part of the training program, after introductory modules focusing on key topics such as 
understanding the municipal system, local actors, essential documents, and particularly the 
strategic plan and its functions, the emphasis shifted to urban needs and the role of local 
governments in developing social policies.
The process of preparing a strategic plan was then discussed in the context of participatory 
methods, sustainable development goals, and local advocacy.
The strategic plan writing workshop held at the end of the two-day training served as a guiding 
session for municipal teams aiming to prepare participatory and inclusive plans. It marked the 
first steps toward developing localized, sustainable plans aligned with global indicators.



S U S T A I N A B L E  C I T I E S  A N D  C O M M U N I T I E S

BAU EARTHQUAKE DISASTER RISK REDUCTION WORKSHOP AND RESEARCH PROGRAM:
Capacity Building for Local Governments In The Earthquake-Affected Region

The Earthquake Disaster Risk Reduction Workshop and Research Program, hosted by Bahçeşehir University, 
brought together participants, including local governments and municipal representatives on 18 April 2023.
The purpose of this workshop was to support the capacity development of policymakers in light of 
international experience and knowledge accumulation.
The program welcomed a Japanese delegation composed of scientists and experts who experienced the 
Kobe earthquake, which resulted in significant losses in 1995 and became historically notable as the first 
instance of a skyscraper collapse due to an earthquake. 
The delegation visited the earthquake-stricken areas in Kahramanmaraş and later participated in the 
Earthquake Disaster Risk Reduction Workshop and Research Program, where Bahçeşehir University Rector 
Prof. Dr. Şirin Karadeniz was also present.

The delegation, including Mr. Yukio Tanaka, Director of the Building Inspection and Zoning Department of 
Kobe Municipality, Mr. Masayoshi Nose, Director of the Kobe Municipal Crisis Management Center, and 
faculty members from Mukogawa Women’s University, Prof. Tosu Shigeki, Prof. Yanagisawa Kazuhiko, Prof. 
Tagawa Hiroyuki, alongside BAU Faculty of Architecture Dean Prof. Dr. Murat Dündar, inspected heavily 
damaged buildings in cities such as Hatay, conducting technical assessments.
Prof. Dr. Murat Dündar emphasized the global resonance of the disaster Turkey faced, stating, "The scale 
of the disaster our country has experienced has attracted worldwide attention. In this context, Mukogawa 
University, with which our university has had a long-standing collaboration, and various public institutions 
in Japan immediately contacted us after the earthquake to discuss how we should proceed. At Bahçeşehir 
University, we consider it a social responsibility to raise awareness about disasters at all levels of society, 
and we have decided to establish a dedicated mechanism. We invited our partners and experts from 
Japan to accompany us in the establishment phase of the center, helping to investigate the causes that 
exacerbated the disaster and to provide consultancy."
Prof. Dündar further added, "Although it has been two months since the disaster, the situation remains 
dire. The significance of the visits to the region cannot be overstated, as they offer a glimmer of hope 
for the continuation of the recovery process. During our visits, we realized that the reconstruction of 
the region poses significant challenges. One of the main reasons we invited our colleagues from Japan is 
to collaborate in the region's rehabilitation. We need to create international public awareness and form 
partnerships with countries that have expertise, experience, and financial resources in this area to redesign 
the future of the earthquake-affected cities. Various projections regarding the financial needs of the region 
have been drawn, and it has been frequently mentioned that over $100 billion in funding will be required 
for the region’s redevelopment."

Prof. Yanagisawa Kazuhiko, speaking about his experience in the earthquake zone, stated, "In our research, 
we focused on the structural problems of buildings together with the academics from the university. I 
also had the opportunity to meet with the mayors of Çukurova and Kahramanmaraş. This allowed me to 
evaluate the situation from the perspective of local governance. As you know, Japan has also experienced 
major earthquakes, such as in Kobe and Eastern Japan. Here, I could feel the destructive power of nature 
up close. We cannot prevent earthquakes, but we must be prepared."



S U S T A I N A B L E  C I T I E S  A N D  C O M M U N I T I E S

In 2023, a cooperation protocol was signed between Bahçeşehir University and the Republic of 
Turkey's Ministry of Industry and Technology's Directorate General of National Technology to 
train and develop human resources. 

h t t p s : / / c d n . b a u . e d u . t r / c o n t e n t / u r z v j e t 2 c 4 g d i - 7 4 6 % 2 0 S a n a y i % 2 0 v e % 2 0 Te k n o l o j i % 2 0
Bakanl%C4%B1%C4%9F%C4%B1%20Sekt%C3%B6r%20Kamp%C3%BCs%20%C4%B0%C5%9F%20
Birli%C4%9Fi%20Protokol%C3%BC.pdf 

"URBANIZATION AND ISTANBUL" WORKSHOP in COLLABORATION WITH BAHÇEŞEHIR UNİVERSITY 
AND THE ISTANBUL METROPOLITAN MUNICIPALITY’S ISTANBUL PLANNING AGENCY

Bahçeşehir University, in collaboration with the Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality’s Istanbul Planning 
Agency (IPA), organized a workshop to evaluate how migration has transformed cities and the role of this 
process in urban planning.
As part of the activities organized by Bahçeşehir University’s Center for Migration and Urban Studies 
(BAUMUS), the event titled "Urbanization and Istanbul" took place on December 22 at the Istanbul Planning 
Agency (IPA).
Moderated by BAUMUS founding director Prof. Dr. Ulaş Sunata, the event began with a presentation by 
Prof. Dr. Ahmet Özer titled "City and Urbanization." Prof. Dr. Özer provided an analytical explanation of 
urbanization, discussing developments in cities from 1923 to the present. He concluded his talk by giving 
examples of Turkish citizens' urbanization experiences.
Following this, Prof. Dr. Ulaş Sunata delivered a talk and highlighted how migration and the pandemic have 
transformed our lives in many ways. She emphasized the positive aspects of migration, noting that cities 
offer numerous opportunities and accessible public services. However, she also pointed out that, with the 
pandemic, not only our lives but also service delivery conditions have changed. Many services came into 
our homes, education continued remotely, and work patterns were updated. Additionally, the conditions 
of employment in the post-pandemic work environment also shifted.
Next, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Bülent Sezgin, in his talk "City and Art," discussed how culture forms the fundamental 
structure of a city. He emphasized that cities like Istanbul, with their multicultural societies, should reflect 
this cultural diversity in their art. Assoc. Prof. Sezgin also highlighted that the pandemic brought significant 
changes to the field of art and argued that both art and social solidarity became necessary during this time. 
He concluded by stressing the need for more accessible cultural and artistic opportunities for all.
The final speaker, IPA Secretary General Oktay Kargül, gave a talk titled "City and Planning," in which he 
discussed urban planning from 1900 to 2009. He explained how urban planning in the Istanbul Metropolitan 
Municipality (IMM) changed with Ekrem İmamoğlu’s tenure as mayor, stating that these changes were 
based on thorough needs analyses conducted with all city stakeholders. 


